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Worship Ministry

Join us for an evening of celebration – a celebration of
God coming near to man in the form of a baby. Featuring
our adult choir, children’s choirs, orchestra & praise
dance ministries, along with powerful, personal
testimonies of the nearness of God, this is a worship
experience the entire family will enjoy. Invite some
friends by grabbing some of our invitation postcards,
made available in the lobby and church office.

Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day
Celebrate your Christmas morning with us on this
Family Sunday at our one service at 10:00 am!
Childcare available for ages 3 and under.

Sunday, January 1, New Years Day
Begin the New Year at our one service at 10:00 am. Kidz
Church will be provided for PreK – Grade 4, and
childcare will be available for ages 3 and under.

Dear Friends:

Pastor’s Corner

In the opening chapter of Matthew we are told
that an angel visited Joseph in a dream telling him
he should take Mary as his wife. This despite the
fact that she was pregnant and he clearly was not
the Father. A righteous man was facing a serious
dilemma. Her story surely seemed implausible, but
on the other hand, if it was true, then he would be
guilty of evil. What should he do?
The angel comes and gives Joseph
direction. Angels don’t often visit, but at this critical
moment in history it came to differentiate a truth
from a lie. I think that’s important. If we are ever to
know what is right and wrong, we must be in
communication with the One from outside our
world. Our modern culture has nothing to tell us
about ethics and truth. Truth comes outside our
realm.
Sometime after Jesus’ birth the angel visits
Joseph again. This time telling him to flee to Egypt
to protect the baby Jesus and Mary his wife. This
reminds me that there is really no way I can protect
my family unless I am in direct communication with
heaven itself. At crucial times, God provided
direction to Joseph. We must know that He will do
the same for us.
His,
Pastor Geoff

Children’s Ministry

Luke 2:14

Hey everyone! I’m so pumped to tell you about
some of the exciting things we have coming up here
during the winter!
Right now, our 9:15 am
Sunday School classes are
getting ready to embark on
a brand new semester,
continuing their journey
through the Bible following
LifeWay’s Kids’ Bible
Studies for Life
curriculum. I had the
opportunity to fill in a few
weeks ago and it is amazing
how much your kids are
learning and how well they
are retaining the wisdom

that is being imparted to
them! If you’re the parent
of a Sunday School kid,
make sure you take time to
ask them about what
they’re learning. You might
just find that they
understand these stories
better than you!

Additionally, the kids in
our 11 am Kidz Church
class have begun a new
series called North Pole
News, a series that heralds
the coming of our Savior
through a series of news
segments from chief
correspondent, Carol Ling.
Your kids are learning all
about the importance of the
birth of Christ, and our
NEED for a Savior.

“Glory to God in the
highest and on earth
peace to those on
whom his favor rests.”

Also, be sure to join us for one of our Wednesday night Weeks of Winter activities
-Nov. 30 - Family Christmas Decorating Night
(Come as a family and enjoy creating your own homemade
Christmas decorations, Christmas cookie decorating, and a
hot chocolate bar!)
-Dec. 7 - Family Christmas Dinner
(Come enjoy a Christmas dinner with your family, and your
church family!)

-Dec. 14 - Club FX Christmas Party
-Dec. 21 - All Church Christmas Caroling
(Come out as a family to sing Christmas Carols at
our local nursing homes and community centers!)

Youth Discipleship

Missions & Outreach

Mark your calendars! STAND will be hosting its annual
Christmas party on Wednesday, December 14, at the Yeager
home from 6-8:30 pm. Bring a white elephant gift and wear
your ugliest Christmas sweater to win a prize! Contact Pastor
Zach for directions or more information.

Forward Church Christmas
Outreach

Adult Discipleship
SUNDAY MORNING ADVENT GROWTH STUDIES NOW THROUGH DEC 18
"Christmas: You Might be Picturing it Wrong" led by David
Hoovler - 9:15 - Youth Room
Join us as we consider the popular picture of the nativity story,
looking at how the actual biblical accounts in Luke and Matthew
actually tell a story that is different from our nativity plays in
many ways. The ultimate outcome is to see some of the easy-tomiss truths in the biblical narratives if we look at them with
fresh eyes and some cultural context.
"Christmas Experience" led by Marian Johr - 11:00 - S-4/5
The Christmas Experience is a study that examines the
Christmas story in detail, helping groups (and families) prepare
for the Christmas season. Each episode will focus on how God
chose each individual in the Christmas story for a specific
purpose.

This Christmas season we will have the
opportunity to bless the members of Forward
Church with two Christmas donation
trees. The first tree will be designated to
collecting mittens, gloves, scarves, and hats for
adults or children and will be distributed to
those in need at Forward Church and the
surrounding area. We will also accept new or
gently used winter coats at that tree.
A second tree will be a Forward Family
Blessing Tree. This tree is to bless a few
families from Forward by brightening their
holiday with some extra gifts. You can choose
a tag from the tree with a family member's
name and gift ideas. Purchase the gift, wrap it,
attach the gift tag with the
member's name, and
return it to the tree by
December 18th.

Christmas at Friends
Please bring your family and join us for any of
these holiday events!
Join us this Advent season for a new sermon
series by Pastor Geoff titled, “‘Twas the Night
Before Christmas.”
Wednesday, November 30, 6:30 pm
Family Christmas Decorating Night
Monday, December 5, 7:00 pm
Women’s Christmas Fellowship, “Silent Night”
Wednesday, December 7, 6:30 pm
Family Christmas Dinner
Thursday, December 8, 11:30 am
Silver Friends Christmas Luncheon
Wednesday, December 14
Student Ministries Christmas Parties (STAND
Youth @ 6:15 pm; Club FX & 56 @ 7:00 pm)
Sunday, December 18, 6:00 pm
Christmas Program “Hallelujah, God is Near”
Wednesday, December 21, 6:30 pm
All Church Christmas Caroling
Saturday, December 24, 4:00 & 6:00 pm
Candlelight Evening Services
Sunday, December 25, 10:00 am
Christmas Day Celebration Service
Christmas Outreach: Help us collect winter gear
(hats, gloves, scarves) or provide specific gifts for
families in Slavic Village (collections due on 12/18).

Fellowship
Silver Friends
Christmas is around the corner and we want to remind you
of the Silver Friends Christmas Luncheon on December 8th
at 11:30 in the Family Life Center. Plan on… Outstanding
Entertainment, Wonderful Fellowship, Fabulous Food and
of course the Annual Cookie Bake Off. For reservations
please call Margie Metz at 440-779-0784. At this gathering
we’ll collect the gifts that you have so generously provided
for our “adopted families.” Praise the Lord for the
opportunity He gives us to share His goodness with others.
Can’t wait to see you there.

Recreation Ministry
Our rec ministry has a lot going on this fall! Men's open
basketball is meeting on Thursday nights from 7-9
pm (shifting to 8-10 pm once Upward practices start).
Come join us for a great time of fellowship and friendly
competition – and invite your friends!
Co-ed adult open volleyball (open to high school and older)
is also getting started on Sunday evenings from 6-8 pm.
Come work on your bumps, sets, and spikes! Contact
Pastor Zach for more information.

Upward Ministry
UPWARD BASKETBALL REFEREES NEEDED!
The Upward basketball season will take place on
Saturday mornings in January and February from 9 am - 1
pm. We are in need of referees to help officiate K-Grade 2
games. If you would like to help or want more information
contact Terry Graffis at tagraffis@yahoo.com. Referee
training will take place on Thursday, December 1, at 6:30
pm at North Olmsted Assembly of God.

Sunday, January 1, 10:00 am
New Years Day Worship Service
To find out more about these events or opportunities,
visit our website at noefc.org/christmas

GREAT DAY OF SERVICE
A HUGE SUCCESS!
With beautiful fall weather on Sunday, November 13, over
80 people from our congregation visited 15 homes in North
Olmsted and surrounding areas to do some basic fall clean up and to spread the
love of Jesus to our neighbors. Many families got to hear about and experience
our church for the first time in a very positive way. Thank you to all who
volunteered their time and energy to make this kingdom work a huge success!
Stay tuned for other upcoming opportunities to serve in our community.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Happy Birthday to…
12/1
12/2
12/5
12/6
12/7
12/9
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/16
12/17
12/19
12/21
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/27

John Anderson
Christy Krysinski
Greg Kurz
Adam Falkenstein
Peyton Kaufhold
Andreah Anderson
Pam O’Conke
Margaret Roach
Susan Barr
Katara Petrow
Samantha Wright
Ayla Bowden
Lindsey Gevry
Angeline Labrado
Christine Niemi
Leah Trainer
Donald Garrison
Linda Lempke
Henry Loftis
Mary Schultz
Kevin Baylon
Betty Bjurman
Kelli Freed
Morissa Kullberg
John Savage
Mary Hibben
Fritz Lehmann
Kristine Shepherd
Thomas Haschka
Erik Pepsin
Sharon Bramhall

12/27

12/28
12/29

12/31

Amelia Laursen
Phil Pier
Nancy Smith
Ellie Ware
James Barr
Andrew Kuch
Micah Schultz
Vanessa BrownWhite
Diana Chase
Donald Kuch
Terry Ledwell
Richard Cyngier

Prayer Requests:
Rick Henderson
Don Sabo
Sharon Bramhall
Marla Holmes
Tim Roche

Do you have a prayer need or praise you
would like to report? Share it with us, so
our prayer warriors can lift you up.

“Our mission at NOEFC is to be a
body of growing disciples who
know, love, follow and lead
others to Jesus”

Happy Anniversary to…
12/09
12/15
12/16
12/22
12/27
12/28

Bev Dixon
Calvin Yeager
Kathy Scheerer
Angeline Labrado
Shubic Family

John & Michelle Swidrak
James & Pam Pejeau
Allen & Leah Trainer
Bruce & Marilyn Clark
Jim & Sharon Bramhall
Tom & Joanne Krucek
Tom & Diane Hollins

Did we miss your birthday or
anniversary? Email the church office, so
we can celebrate with you next time!

FOLLOW US!
Website: www.noefc.org
Facebook.com/NorthOlmstedEFC
Instagram: @noefc.5665
YouTube: NOEFC

Ministry & Support Staff
Geoff Schultz, Senior Pastor
440.353.3154 // pastorgeoff@noefc.org

Tim Labrado, Media Administration Coordinator
440.351.1726 // tim@noefc.org

Rich Bennett, Pastor of Family Life and Discipleship
440.793.6514 // pastorrich@noefc.org

Kellie Anderson, Morning Church Secretary
440.779.9484 // kellie@noefc.org

Zach Bohler, Pastor of Youth Discipleship
440.503.1206 // pastorzach@noefc.org

Barb Fronczak, Afternoon Church Secretary
440.779.9484 // barb@noefc.org

Mary Speck, Director of Pastoral Care
216.308.0871 // mary@noefc.org

Mary Schultz, Events Coordinator (Saturday)
9:00 am – noon // events@noefc.org

Adam Falkenstein, Director of Children’s Ministry
440.823.8338 // adam@noefc.org

Matt Nee, Presiding Elder
mattnee@noefc.org

Kelsey Bohler, Director of Worship Arts
216.702.3802 // kelsey@noefc.org

Church Office: 440.779.9484 // friends@noefc.org

