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Dear Friends:

Pastor’s Corner

In February we embark together on a journey to more fully
discover what it is to be a disciple of Jesus. In this Anatomy
of a Disciple series we are going to look intentionally how we
can pursue a life that honors Jesus.

February Schedule:
Sunday, February 5
INTRO to Anatomy of a Disciple
*(Chapters 1-4)
Sunday, February 12

Week 1
God is Changing Your Heart:
Humbly Submitted *(Chapter 5)

Sunday, February 19

Week 2
God is Changing Your Mind:
Biblically Formed *(Chapter 6)

Sunday, February 26

Week 3
God is Changing Your Choices:
Sacrificially Generous *(Chapter 7)

*Chapters should be read before each Sunday sermon.
Check out the Growth Group opportunities for this series
beginning February 5 (page 3, Adult Discipleship).

It is fitting that we undertake this task. To become more
like Jesus is our very destiny. Paul writes, “For those God
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son” (Rom. 8:29a). Sometimes we debate the idea of
predestination as it relates to salvation. In fact the Bible
indicates God’s people are predestined in their
sanctification. God has one purpose for our life – to conform
me to look just like Jesus. The Apostle Paul experienced a
radical transformation in his life. From persecuting the
church to eventually being martyred because of His
commitment to Christ. Jesus said in the Sermon on the
Mount “By their fruit you will recognize them” (Matt.
7:20).
I shared this C.S. Lewis quote in a sermon recently. It
profoundly describes the work of our loving God. He wrote:
“The Christian does not think God will love us because we
are good, but that God will make us good because He loves
us.” I am praying that our entire congregation will embrace
this series of spiritual formation and that together we will
fulfill our destiny.
His,
Pastor Geoff

Children’s Discipleship
Hello parents!
I hope you’re doing well. I’ve noticed a lot of new families and new faces in the past
few weeks, so if this is your first introduction to our Children’s Ministry, welcome!
Please don’t hesitate to come up and introduce yourselves if I haven’t met you already
(I’m the guy with the big red beard). As a reminder, we have classes at both our 9:15
and 11 o’clock services for kids from birth through 4th Grade, and also 5th and 6th
Grade at 11.
And don’t forget about our Wednesday night clubs! We have activities for kids from
Pre-K to 4th Grade (Club FX), as well as an exclusive 5th & 6th Grade group (Club 56)
that meets every Wednesday at 7 pm. We’ve been having an awesome time reading
through “Prince Caspian” and discovering the Biblical parallels within. We’d love to
have you join us!
Also, save the date of March 5! We will be hosting a Family Bowling Day from 3 pm
– 5 pm after services that day at Fairview Lanes. The cost will be $36.00 per family,
or $7.00 per individual, which will cover lane and shoe rentals for 2 hours of bowling.
Each lane may consist of no more than 6 people, and there are only 20 lanes available,
so it will be first come, first served. Be on the lookout for more info soon!

We had a fantastic turnout
last month for our first
ever Children’s
Discipleship Class on
salvation. At the end of
this month, we will be
continuing the trend with
our follow up class on
baptism, the Bubble Blast
Baptism Class. It’s sure to
be a fun time and I can’t
wait to see you and your
families!

Visit noefc.org/children to find out more about all our children’s ministries.

Youth Discipleship
STAND is back! We have had an exciting few weeks of
learning God's plan for dating, relationships, and sex, and
growing together in our commitment to pursuing His plan for
our relational lives. STAND is open to all 7-12 graders and
meets Wednesday nights throughout the year from 6:15-8:15
pm. And we're reading through the Bible in 2017! Get in touch
with Pastor Zach if you're interested or for more information.
On Wednesday, February 22, at 6:30 pm, STAND will be
attending Rooted in Truth, a special evening of apologetics and
thinking hard about life's big questions with Ravi Zacharias
International Ministries. The event will take place at Open
Door Christian Schools and is free and open to all 7-12 graders.
Please contact Pastor Zach to register as soon as possible if
interested. More info. can be found at rootedintruth2017.com.
Come join STAND for a special evening of games, fun, and
fellowship on Friday, February 3, from 7 pm - 12 am! Our
STAND Youth Council will be hosting, so let them know about
your special snack requests. Contact Pastor Zach for more
information.
Pastor Zach will be hosting a STAND summer mission trip
informational meeting on Wednesday, February 15, at 6 pm,
open to all parents and incoming 9-12 grade students interested
in this summer's mission trip. Contact Zach for more info.

PinC Daddy-Daughter
Date Night
PinC is sponsoring a Daddy-Daughter Date
Night for dads and their middle school/high
school daughters Saturday, February 25th at
8pm at the Melting Pot in Westgate Mall. Cost
is $10/person. To make reservations for you
and your "little girl", contact Pastor Zach.
Reservations need to be made by Sunday
February 12th. For more information please
see Jessica Laursen or Jennifer Storrow.

Fellowship

Adult Discipleship

Silver Friends

Sunday Morning Growth Groups –
Beginning February 19

Attention All Seniors: Love Spoken Here.
It’s that time of year again when Love fills the
air. Please join us for the Silver Friend’s LOVE
LUNCHEON in the Family Life Center on
February 9th at 11:30 am. Come and enjoy food,
fellowship and fun. Mark your calendar as an event
you don’t want to miss. This gathering is definitely
for ALL seniors NOT just couples. We hope to see
you there. Contact Margie Metz at 440-779-0784
for reservations.

Thursday Morning Men’s Study
returns on Thursday, February 2, at 7 am, at
Canary’s on Lorain Road in North Olmsted. We
will be studying the book Four Pillars of a Man’s
Heart by Stu Weber. The cost of the book is $12
and can be picked up in the lobby on Sunday
mornings or in the church office. For those who
have been a part of previous studies we will be
returning to the format of gathering in groups of 68 for discussion.

Best of Friends:
LOFT (40s and older) Event
Sunday, February 12, at 5:30 pm at Matteo’s in
Olmsted Falls // The dinner will feature an Italian
buffet of salad, bread, lemon chicken, lasagna,
cheese ravioli and sautéed vegetables. The cost is
$25 per person and includes non-alcoholic
beverages and gratuity. Space is limited to 50 and
the event room is upstairs without elevator
access. Reservations and payment are due
by Wednesday, February 8. Visit the LOFT table
in the lobby on Sunday mornings or contact Debbie
Freed at 216.401.4457 or by email at
bobmom@roadrunner.com. We hope you will join
us for an evening of fellowship and fun.
Are you interested in traveling to the land of the
Bible? Friends is looking toward a Spring 2018
Holy Land trip - and we want YOU to come with
us! Pastor Zach and our leadership team will be
hosting an introductory informational meeting
on Monday, February 13, at 7 pm in the sanctuary.
This meeting is open to all and will include
tentative information on dates, cost, itinerary, and
our plan leading up to the trip. Please feel free to
come and get more information whether or not
you are sure you will be able to attend the trip.
Contact Zach for more information.

9:15 AM (Youth Room) – “The Miracles of Jesus” –
Jesus not only preached about the kingdom of God, he
demonstrated the kingdom of God through many
miracles. Discover what the miracles teach us about God’s
heart and the lessons for us today. This study begins on
Sunday, February 19, and follows “The Prayers of Jesus”
series currently taught.

Anatomy of a Disciple Growth Groups
beginning February 5
In addition to reading the book and hearing the messages
on Sunday morning we encourage you to interact with the
series by engaging with your brothers and sisters in
Christ. So, we invite you to take advantage of one of the
many opportunities. The book is available in the lobby on
Sunday mornings or in the church office during the
week. The cost is $12.

Sunday Morning at 11 am in S-4/5 - Bring
your cup of coffee or tea from the Friends Café and join us
as we interact with the book Anatomy of a Disciple and the
sermon each Sunday morning. Please read chapters 1-4 for
Feb 5.

Wed. AM Growth Group at 10:30 am in S4/5 - Led by Pastor Rich, the class will explore in depth
the meaning of being a disciple of Jesus using the book
Anatomy of a Disciple and the sermons on Sunday
mornings.

Wed. Women’s Growth Group Study at 7
pm in S-4/5 – Led by Marsha Snavely and Marian
Johr, the group will explore what it means to be a disciple
of Jesus from a woman’s perspective using the book and
sermon material.

Wed. Men’s Growth Group Study at 7 pm
in S-2/3 – Led by David Hoovler, the group will explore
being a disciple of Christ from a man’s perspective.
Want to join a Home Growth Group?
Contact Pastor Rich at pastorrich@noefc.org or
call the church at 440-779-9484.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Happy Birthday to…
2/2
2/3
2/4
2/6
2/7
2/9
2/10
2/11
2/13
2/14
2/15
2/18
2/19
2/20
2/21

Terry Graffis
Dale Karoly
Josh Bowden
Martin Mahoney III
Sharon Thomas
Anna Bennett
Holly Miller
James Trudel
Leo Spagnola
Sharyn Averill
Dianne Campo
Sabra Greenwell
Susan Hartung
John Snell
Evelyn DuVall
Romi Oliva
Sofia Barlow
AJ Sirek
Kathleen Witte
Ella Baker
Anna Knight
Catherine Nageotte
Olivia Helco
Timothy Jett
Titus Snavely
Stephen J. Kubitza
Alayah Monzo
Cassie Bowden
Spencer Leibolt
Charlotte Long
London Trudel

2/24
2/25

Prayer Requests:

Anthony Novak
Lila Hartung
John Kinkus
Emily Johr
Dylan Karoly
Dianne Marks
George Mason

2/26

Calvin Yeager
Don Sabo
Dianne Marks
Tom Sturgeon
Rick Henderson
Kathy Scheerer

Barb Berndsen
Joan Neurohr
Tim Roche
Donna Reitler
Raenette Powell

Do you have a prayer need or praise you
would like to report? Share it with us, so
our prayer warriors can lift you up.

“Our mission at NOEFC is to be a body of
growing disciples who know, love, follow and
lead others to Jesus.”
Happy Anniversary to…
2/4
2/18
2/21
2/22

Dale & Pam Drottar
Dan & Linda Lempke
Ed & Nancy Rote
Dick & Kathleen McClement

Did we miss your birthday or
anniversary? Email the church office, so
we can celebrate with you next time!

FOLLOW US!
Website: www.noefc.org
Facebook.com/NorthOlmstedEFC
Instagram: @noefc.5665
YouTube: NOEFC
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Rich Bennett, Pastor of Family Life and Discipleship
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440.779.9484 // kellie@noefc.org
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Barb Fronczak, Afternoon Church Secretary
440.779.9484 // barb@noefc.org

Mary Speck, Director of Pastoral Care
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9:00 am – noon // events@noefc.org

Adam Falkenstein, Director of Children’s Ministry
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